И THE OLD WITCH 


I WAS UPLIFTED FROM THE DEPTHS OF DESPAIR 
BY THIS REVEALING EXPERIENCE! І LAUGHED 
SO HARD I ALMOST BUST THE BINDING! 1 WAS 
THE CENTER OF ATTRACTION... THE STAR. 
EVERYBODY WANTED TO DANCE WITH ME! I 
WAS RUSNED/ SO BE POPULAR LIKE МЕ! WEAR 
PANICI RUN DOWN AND GET INTO YOUR СОРУ 
AT YOUR LOCAL NEWSSTAND. IF YOU'RE THE 
SHY TYPE AND WOULD RATHER DRESS AT 
HOME, THEN YOU CAN SUBSCRIBE BY FILLING 
OUT THIS COUPON AND MAILING TO: 
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ROOM 10b 
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PLEASE SEND ME THE NEXT 8 
iSsuES ОГ PANIC FOR WHICH І ENCLOSE 
ONE DOLLAR ($1.00) 
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HUNGRY, HIDIDTS? 90007 THEN НОР (NTO NY HAUNT OF FEAR AND I'LL FEED YOU A MOLOY MEAL OF MOA. 
SIDITY FROM MY PUT RIO PANTRY. HOW'S ABOUT А PORTION OF SE-B0P SEA FOOD CRAZY, MIKED-UP. 
90010? МО? THEN CUROLE UP A LITTLE CLOSER AND I'LL FEED YOU MY LATEST GHOWL-£ASH...A SLURP 
STEW ABOUT MOUNTAIN MOONSHINE AND А CREEP WHO BUZZLEO SO MUCH OF THE STUFF, НЕ ENDED UP 
А ORUNKEN DRIP, WHAT'S SD HORRIBLE ABDUT ENDING UP AS A ORIP, YOU ASK? WELL,OPEN YOUR МЕЛ” 
ING LITTLE SHOOTS AND YOULL SEE І CALL THIS FOUL FARE.. 


NIGHT AFTER NIGHT, BETHY HAD WATCHED HER HUS- 
BAND, JAKE WATSDN, ORINK FROM THE BROWN. 
EARTHENWARE JUG, JAKE WAS AN EXPERT.WITH THE 
JUG FROM LONG YEARS OF DEVOTED PRACTICE, NEVER; 
SPILLING A DRDP DF THE PRECIDUS LIQUID THE 
IGNITING FLUID HAD GURGLED ENDLESSLY DOWN HiS 
THRDAT,AS ІР HE'O HAD A THIRST THAT HE COULD NEVER) 
SUENCH 


More DFTEN THAN NOT, FIRING HIS BLDDD, THE CHEAP т ТНОЗЕ PASSING BY, IT WAS NDTHING OUTDF THE 
MOUNTAIN SWILL WOULD BRING OUT THE BEAST IN ЈАКЕ, HE ORDINARY. THE CRIES... THE THUDS DF HARD FISTS 
WOULD TURN ANGRY, BLOOD-SHÓT EYES ON HIS WOMAN AND DN SOFT FLESH... WERE A TIME-HONORED CUSTOM 
HAVE HIS RIGHTFUL WAY WITH HER... AMONG THE MOUNTA! 
JUS’ HAPPENED T' THINK F YUH JAKES PLEASES 
BURNED MUH FLAPJACKS THIS 
MORNIN'f MEBBE 79/57. 


ЕН, НЕН? JAKE'S 47/7 AGAIN? 
SURE DOES A GOOD JOB. NEVER 
COULO GIT MAH OLO LADY Т” 
BCREECH LIKE THETS 


n 


ВЕТНҮ WOULD END UP BRUISED AND YET SHE'D NEVER KEPT THE JUG SOMETIMES THE LIOUOR WOULD HAVE 
SDRE, BARELY ABLE ТО CRAWLINTO — FROM HIM,.. NEVER TRIED TO FHEDPPOSITE EFFECT ON ЈАКЕ, АМО ` 
HER BED HIDE IT OR CLAIM THEY COULDN'T HE WOULD BRAB BETHY WITH A , ' 

AFFORD TO BUY MORE. IN FACT, DIFFERENT DBJECTIVE, 

LIKE A DUTIFUL WIFE, SHE'D OMERE, GAL! AW, ... 

ALWAYS PLIED HIM WITHTHE SWELL, | лоду WORRY? I 

REGARDLESS OF THE CONSEDUENCES. |ain‘T GONNA FEAT 

ЖИЕН? AHM MERE, ЈАКЕ, YUH... THIS TIM! 

TREO! HAD A 


His URSINE ARMS WOULD ALMOST CRACK HER RIBS. HE 
WOULD PANT AND GASP, BREATHING HEAVY FUMES INTO MOST, SHE ALMOST PREFERRED THE BEATINGS. SHE 
HER FACE, AND MUMBLE HIS ANIMAL WANTS TO HER .. COULD HARDLY BEAR HIS SLDBBERING KISSES HARDLY 
CHOKE DOWN HER UTTER LOATHING AND DISGUST... HER 
HATE... 3 


ACROSS HIS DIRTY SLEEVE 


Ветнұ DID NOT DARE RUN AWAY, FOR THERE WERE 
TIMES WHEN JAKE WOULO WIPE HIS THICK LI 


YER MY WOMAN, GAL. IFN EYER YOU 
FETCHED UP WITH AWOTWER MAN, T'O 
KILL YUN BOTH SMASH YER BRAINS: 


OUT WITH MAH JUG 7WAT S WHAT, 


HIS WAGON ANO TAKE AWAY THE EMPTY .. 


JUS! KEEP FEEDIN' HIM THIS 
ROTTEN CORN LIKKER. Vt DON' 
COST ME NUTHIN'. Ан MAKE IT 
їн МАН OWN STILL. LET HIM 
DROWN HISSELF IN IT! LET HIM 
ORINK AISBELF T' DEATH! d 


So WHEN CLEM CAME 
AH GOT AN/OEE, 
BETHY BRING HIM 
OVER T'SEE MAH 
STILL TONIGHT. IT'S 
BACK 0 SKUNK 


YES, CLEM’ I'LL 


Bur ветнү NAD FETCHED UP’ WITH ANOTHER МАН. CLEM 
PARKER, THE MAN WHO SUPPLIED JAKE WITH HIS PRECIOUS 
MOONSHINE. ВЕТНУ AND CLEM HAD IT ALL FIGURED OUT. 
HE'D COME TO DELIVER HIS WARES DURING THE DAY, WHEN 
JAKE WAS AWAY, 

OH, CLEM” IF I COULD ONLY PUW WE WON'T WAVE: 
AWAY WITH YOU... TODAY... WOW T' RUN AWAY, 
HONEY! 


IT HAD BEEN A YEAR NOW, AND JAKE HAO SHOWN NO 
SIGNS DF WEAKENING UNOER THE RIVER OF BREW НЕ 
SWALLOWED EAGERLY .. 


FEED HIM MORE . X | SEE, GETHY? ТСМОР WOOO FASTER W 


MORE... MORE... 


EVER THAT'S GOOD CORN LINKER 
WE GIT FROM CLEM. IT'S МАКІМ ME 
STRONGER ALL TNE TIME, 

By GAR! 


Ветну KNEW ном TO GET ЈАКЕ ТО IT WAS A ROUGH TRAIL PAST THE 


THE STILL EASII 


ИХ ENOUGH, SHE FORK, THROUGH THE THORN-PATCH, UP 
OVER THE ROCKS TO THE STILL БАСҚ 
OF SKUNK HILL. JAKE CURSED ALL 
THE WAY, BUT HIS THIRST MADE HIM 

CLEM'S SCARED | SOFASTER... FASTER... 

T’DELIVER. WE € TI SWELL IT NOW, 

GOTTA 60 6/7 ІТ. BETHY! C'MON 
C'MON, YUH CREEPIN' 

TURTLE > 


СЕМ WAS WAITING, SHOT-GUN IN 
HAND ы 


ЈАКЕ LED HIS GUESTS INTO THE BEHIND THE SHEO, IN A CLEARING,THE 
_SHEO,PDINTEO TD А ROWOF JUGS, STILL STOOD SILMOUETTEO IN TH 
HELP VERSELF, АКЕ AN Y MOONLIGHT, , pes 
WHILE YER HERE, COME ON THERE'S THE WASH COOKIN’ 
IN BACK АМ" SEE THE 87/24. ANO OVER THERE'S THE VAT 
AH MAKE THE BEST STUFF WHERE ITS O/ST/LLEO OUT % 
IN THESE PARTS ЛЕМ AH WANTA TAKE A LOOK, JAKE? 
THERE'S MORE LIKKER 
IN THERE THAN YOU'LL 


Kz EVER a S 


U 


QUICK, СЕМ! 

GIME А 
ОНА? TM 
SPITTIN’ 

COTTON! 4) 


JAKE'S EYES GLEAMED GREEDILY AS HE STARED DOWN 
INTO THE 816 VAT FULL OF THE FIERY LIQUID HIS THROAT 
CRAVED, AND HE SPOKE WORDS WHICH HAD A SIGNIFI ~ 
CANCE HE WOULD SHORTLY DISCOVER. ес 


LOROY, THAT'S BEEYOOTIFUL STUFFS 


МАКЕ STRUGGLED WILDLY, TAYING TO CLAW BACK UP THE HAND VANISHED, ONLY BUBBLES AROSE. JAKE HAD HIS 
THE SMDDTH SLIMY SIDES OF THE VAT А5 THE TWO — FILL AT LAST... IN HIS THROAT, HIS STOMACH,..WIS 
“LOVERS WATCHEO AND LAUGHED. FINALLY HE SLIPPED, LUNGS, SOON, HIS BLOATED CORPSE RDSE TO THE SUR- 
SCREAMING, BELOW THE BURNING SURFACE,ONCE,A HAND FACE... BLOOOSHOT EYES STARING.. . MUTE WITNESSES 
ERUPTED, CLUTCHING UP AT THE MOUNTAIN NIGHT TO THE DRINKING BOUT WITH DEATH... 
р WE DID LIKE WE SA/0,CLEM! THE BOOK CLEM? IF DOH'T WORRY, AH THOUGHT OF 
WE LET HIM DROWH HISSELF YOUR MEH SEE IT EVERY ТАИ" THIS SACK OF 4 


TOMORROW J. LYE WILL TAKE CARE O' THAT . 
EAT THE BODY UP ALL NIGHT. 
EVEN THE SOMES. THERE'LL ВЕ 

NOTHIN' LEFT 0' ЈАКЕ ву MORNIN” 


AFTER CLEM най POURED THE 


INTO THE VAT, HE AND BETH WENT 


BACK TO THE SHED... 
RUINS THAT BATCH OF | JAKE'S 


LIKKER, BUT AH DON f GONE, CLEM! 
CARET I GOT WHAT {I'M YORE 


"THE OOZING ШОШО DRIPPED 
EARTHWARD FORMING A PUDDLE 
IN THE SOIL BELOW THE VAT 
STANDING SILENTLY IN THE 
DESERTED MOUNTAIN CLEARING. 


Ir SLID AND SLURPED SLOWLY ALONG LIKE A HUGE 
SNAIL OR SLUG THAT HAD CRAWLEO OUT FROM BENEATH 
SOME SLIMY ROCK, AND IT SEEMED TO HAVE А DESTI- 
NATION. IT LEFT THE CLEARING, CLIMBED OVER THE HILL, 
SLITHERED SMOOTHLY OVER THE ROCKS. 


CLEM SNATCHED А JU FULL-OF 
MOONSHINE, ANÜ НЕ AND BETHY 
HURRIED, ARM АМО ARM, TD THE 
CABIN WHERE JAKE WOULD DRINK 
NO MORE š 
COME INSIOE, | 
CLEN‘ IT'S 


aye 


THET'S FIGHT 
WE DON'T HAVE 


It WAS A STRANGE PUDOLE. SLIMY 
AND VISCOUS, ІТ DID NOT SOAK INTO 
THE DIRT AS AN ORDINARY LIQUID 
WOULO, IT ZAY THERE..SH/MMER— 
ING. QUIVER/NG.,,ANO THEN, TOWARD 
DAW 


«THROUGH THE THORNY GROWTHS.. 
AND ON TO THE HOUSE WHOBE LIGHTS STILL GLE AMED 
INTO THE COMING DAWN. . . 


LAUGHTER RANG QUT FROM WITHIN 
JAKE'S CABIN.. GIGGLING PASSIONS 
ATE LAUGHTER, PUNCTUATED ВУ 
SWIGS OF MOONSHINE, WHILE OUT 
PAST SKUNK HILL, THE SILENCE OF 
THE GRAVE OVERHUNG THE DESERTED 
STILL.. . SILENCE BROKEN ONLY BY 
THE STEADY DRIP-DRIP FROM THE 
THE VAT... 


Ir stoves as iF IT WERE AZ7VE,..AS IF, 
PERHAPS, THE LYE, ЁТ DI$80LVING LIVING 
TISSUE LONG IMPREGNATED AND NOW 
SUBMERGED (N-A PRESERVATIVE 
ALCOHOL BATH,HAD CREATED А 
LOATHSONE FORM OF CREEPING 
LIQUID LIFE . 

Ë —— 


M, 5 


.PAST THE FORK .. 


MORNIN’ WENE SHEL ЕВА) 
ALL MIGHT! NOW, LESH... 


‘THE CREEPING HORROR PAUSED OUTSIDE THE HOUSE 
WHERE THE DRUNKEN LAUGHTER OF A MAN AND A 
WOMAN ,,/75 WOMAN. .DRIFTED GUT, AND IT WAITED. 
IT WAITED PATIENTLY UNTIL WHAT IT NEEDEO CROSSED 
ITS PATH, THEN 


WASHAT? SOUNDS LIKE ACOON'S 
CAUGHT IN ONE O' JAKE'SH TRAPSH ^ 
Д TM GONNA GIT ME THE 22777 
MIGHTY A/SHE OF JAKE T' GIVE 
ME HIS M/F£.. AN" 
EVERYTHIN'G, 


ж A LU 


CLEM WHIRLED... GASPED, STOOD ROOTED IN PARALYZEO 
TERROR AT WHAT HE SAW GLINTING IN THE DAWN'S LIGHT, 
QUIVERING LIKE JELLY SLITHERING TOWARD HIM.INSTINC- 
TIVELY, HE RAISED HIS RIFLE. FIRED AGAIN AND AGAIN 


WHAT THE? BULLETS бом” | 
K/LLVI* MY GAWD. WH-WHAT 


GY THE BLOOO-CURDLING SCREAMS 
QFHER NEW MAN OR WHAT WAS 
LEFT OF HIM, CLEM WAS HALF- + 
GONE NOW, SINKING INTO THE SLIMY 
POOL. SHE LOOKEO... HORRIFIED: 
AND THEN SHE SAW THE ПИО 
81000-8807 EYES... - ч 


ВЕТНҮ REACHED 
PULLED AT THE ONLY THING SHE 
COULD GRASP. CLEN'S HAIR 


QUTSIDE, THE RACCOON'S SCREAMS DIED TO A GURGLING 
DEATH RATTLE. CLEM STUNBLED ABOUT IN THE GREY 
DAWN, SEARCHING FOR THE HIDDEN TRAP. ANO THEN HE 
HEARD THE SOUND... BEHIND HIM.. THE HORRIFYING GURG- 
LING SLITHERING SOUND 

WHA! [tt TARNATION? WHA' MAKES 

ASH-SHOUND LIKE TH-THET? E 


THE RIFLE SLUGS TORE INTO THE FLESHY SLIME, SPAT- 
TERING DROPLETS WHICH QUICKLY REFORMED WITH THE 
MAIN BODY. BUT THE HOLES CLOSED BEHIND THE BUL- 
LETS WITH A SOFT SUCKING SOUND, THE THING DID NOT 
STDP.- DID NOT EVEN SLOW DOW. IT KEPT COMING ^ 
CLEM RAISED HIS FDOT TO STAMP AT IT AS ІТ FLOWED 
EAGERLY TOWARD HIS BOOTS. THAT WAS HIS MISTAKE , 


И”, YAAAHHHHHGGGGGH 


ee ӨҢ 
Sue FLUNG THE DRIPPING SCALP АТ 
THE TWO EYES THAT GLARED BALE- 
FULLY AT HER FROM THE SLIME, SHE 
‘TURNED AND STUMBLED BACK INTO 
THE CABIN, SLAMMING THE DOOR. 


FOR HER MAN 


BUT SHE нар НО TIME ТО BESICK, ӨНЕ LOOKED ABOUT WILDLY, TORE 
FOR THE CLOSED DOOR OID NOT THE BLANKET FROM THE BED, AND 
SHUT OUT THE CREEPING FLUID STUFFED IT INTO THE OOOR CRACK.. 


HORROR. 


AS 


THE BLOODSHOT EYES BURNEO АТ HER THROUGH THE 
WINDOW, FLOWING UPWARD IN THE VISCOUS LIQUID, SHE 
REACHED THE BROKEN PANE JUST IN TIME.. 


Ан HOUR LATER, IN THROUGH THE 
WINDOW IT WAS MORNING, SHE'O SAT, HUDDLED IN 
MISERY, SICK, WAITING, AND NOW SHE'D WON SHE'D КЕРТ 
OUT THE HIDEOUS REVOLTING FORM THAT WAS DNCE 


FRANTICALLY, THEN, SHE SCURRIED 
ABOUT THE CAGIN, STUFFING EACH 
CRACK, EACH CHINK THROUGH WHICH 
THE LIQUID MONSTROSITY MIGHT ВЕ 
ABLE TO FLOW... 


GOT TO GET EVERY ONE. GASPS 
вот то rr E" THING. 


IT..S088 ІТ WON'T GET IN 
DOWN THE CHIMNEY. . 
we 
| 3 y ^ 


SHE LOOKED AT THE POT OF WATER HANGING BY THE 
FIREPLACE, STEAMING AND BUBBLING. SHE FELT SUD- 
DENLY CRAWLY AND VILE AND DIRTY FROM WHAT SHE'D 
SEEN AND WHAT SHE'D ДОМЕ DURING THE NIGHT. .. 


WHAT WHAT L NEED IS A BATHS А P 0 
" И 
ІМ f 2 be 


Ds ç 


GHE POURED THE BOILING WATER 
ТЯТО THE ОЕНТЕО ANO RUSTED 
METAL TANK SHE USED А BATH- 


= 
THINK PLL HEAD UP 4 

A: WORTH... ТО THEQ/TY 
p e 1 


TUB. 


ж. 


(% 


L 


SHE SLIPPED OFF HER SHABBY DRESS. . 
STEPPED INTO THE TUB . ANO SCREAMED 


BUT NOT THE SILENCE OF QEATH/ND 
NOT THAT MERCIFUL FINALITYf TWO 
SMALL OBJECTS BDBBED TO THE SUR- 
FAGE TO FLOAT BESIDE THE 8:000- 
SHOT ONES ^ 


SHE PUMPED COLO WATER FROM 
THE SINK PUMP INTO THE EMPTIED 


CARRIED IT TO THE TUB.. AND 
DUMPED IT ІМ, SHE NEVER NOTICED 
HOW 17 POURED., HOW IT SEEMED 
TO SLITHER OUT OF THE POT... 


GOT TO THINK DF MY FUTURE 

THERE'LL ВЕ PLEWTYOF MEN 

IN THE CITY LOOKIN' FOR A GAL 
WITH WHAT TVE GOT... 


P — 5 202 b быз. s 
SHE FOUGHT WILOLY, SHRIEKING AT THE GHASTLY MALEVOLENCE 
THAT ENFOLDEO HER IN ITS BURNING STICKY EMBRACE AND SLOWLY 
DRAGGED HER DOWN WITH A STRENGTH SHE HAD KNOWN BEFORE 
ONLY TOO WELL, nm qu 7 77 
THE WELL-WATER? НЕ GOT IN 
THROUGH THE PUMPS JAKET 


JAKES 
PLEASE... 


= = e. Е 
HER GURGLING SCREAM FADED AWAY AND THE TURGIO LIQUID Ш 
ROILED A МОМЕНТ... AND THEN IT, TOO, QUIETED. AND THERE 
WAS SILENCE 


Ано AS THE SLITHERING LIQUID SO IF YOU'RE UP IN THE WOUN TANS 


SUCKED OUT DF THE TUB,QUIVERED 
ACROSS THE CABIN FLOOR, AND 
REACHED А SHAPELESS BLOB-ARM 


UPWARD FOR THE BROWN EARTMEN- 


WARE JUG, BETHY KNEW THAT SHE 
COULD NEVER AGAIN ESCAPE JAKE'S 
HATED EMBRACE 


SOME NIGHT KIDDIES, AND YOU HEAR 
A SLURPING RENDITION OF 
LITTLE BROWN JUG. DUET DF 
COURSE..YOU'LL 
AKOW WHO'S 
DOING THÉ 
GURGLING 
BETHY AND 
SAKE... THE 
HAPPY CU-POOL? 
NOW, D'LL TURN 
YOU OVER TO THE 
КАШ КАБЕРЕН, 
WHO'S WAITING ТО 
CURDLE YOUR 
BLOOD TLL BE 
FEEDIN' YOU 
LATER. "ВУЕ, НОМ? 


COME JW,CREEPS' IF YOUR OLD WAN WON'T COME ALONG, THEN DROP 0407 НЕН,НЕНГ YER IT'S YOUR VAULT = 
KEEPER AGAIN, INVITING YOU INTO 7HE VAULT OF HORROR FOR ANOTHER REVOLTING REROING FROM МУ 
CRAWLY COLLECTION OF TERROR TOMES, 1 CALL THIS YELP - YARN... 


NIGHT SHROUDED THE CITY. THE MAN LAY IN THE DARK- 
NESS OF THE ALLEY, UNAWARE .IN HIS ALCOHOLIC STUPOR 
OF THE PILFERING HANDS THAT ROLLED HIM FOR THE 
TAWDY TREASURE IN HIS POCKETS. HIS WATCH SHOWN iN A 
YELLOW GLEAM, MATCHING THE GLEAM OF THE WOMAN'S 
CALCULATING EYES. SHE LAUGHED AT THIS MALE PICK-UP 
OF AN EVENING. MEN WERE HER FOOLS, HER PAWNS, HER PREY 
IN THIS GRIM GAME OF LIFE. LORNA VANSON LAUGHED AGAIN 
IN A THROATY FURR AS A TIGRI 
EF THANKS, suser W 
THANKS A LOT” | 
4 ү}, НЕ MOVED THROUGH THE IGHT, WEARIED DF HER 
IOUS OCCUPATION, SCHEMING OF BIGGER PREY 
AD THE СМЕ THING THAT SOLD HIGH AMONG MEN 
BEAUTY. WEAUT Y TS DRIVE MEN WILD, INNOCENT, WIRE? 
EYED MADONNA BEAUTY. MASKING THE ОПЕРИ МЕ 
BENEATH, BEAUTY TH) Е MEN TURN AND LOOK 


HELLO, HONEY Ё DROP DEAD, 
‘LONESOME? BUSTER! ГМ 


SHE WOULD HAVE NONE OF THEM HOW...NOT ANY MORE 
.«NOT IF SHE COULD SELL HER BEAUTY FOR WHAT IT 
WAS REALLY WORTH... AT IT'S HIGHEST PRICE... TO THE 
HIGHEST BIDDER. SUT SEAUTY LIKE HERS WAS NO GOOD 
HIDDEN IN RAGS, SURIED IN POVERTY, LIKE A JEWEL 
OBSCURED IN A DULL. LEADEN SETTING. . . 


WHAT I NEED IS A STAKE. .FANCY 
CLOTHES. .. A BEAUTY SHOP TREAT- 
MENT. ,.THE WORKSS AND 7М/5 


THE PAWNSHOP SHE FOUND WAS A HOLE IM THE WALL... 
MUSTY AND DECREPIT.,.AND ITS PROPRIETOR SEEMED JUST 
AS MUSTY AND DECREPIT AŠ HE RUBBED HIS GHARLED HANDS 
GREEDILY, TAKING HER OFFERING...ONLY TO TOSS IT BACK 
AT HER IN SCORN... 

PAH! WORTHLESSS IMITATION 

GOLA IT BELONGS IN A JUNNYARO. 

OUT OF 2/75 I'LL GIVE YOU A 

DOLLAR FORITI 


ALL HER DREAMS TUMBLED, EXPECTING SO MUCH ] 
MORE. SHE TURNED AWAY, HER LOVELY FACE 
TWISTED IN RITTER WAGE, BUT EVEN THAT 010 NOT 
HIDE ITS CLASSIC PERFECTION, THE OLD PAWN- 
BROKER CALLED HER ВАСХ.., HIS EYES NARROWING._| 
WAIT? YOUR FACE LOVELY AT YOUR AGE, 
GROWN ЕҮЕЗ, `. SPUN-SILVER GRANDPA?SOR: 
HAIR.. , LURING LIPS, LISTEN. f І LIKE'EM WITH 
X HAVE A PROPOSITIO! BOTH FEET OUT| 
OF THE GRAVE... 


MY ONLY MISTRESS 15 MOWEY.. ALWAYS FAITH- 
FUL AND TRUSTWORTHY. THIS 15 S7A/CTLY 
BUSINESS/ І OFFER YOU ONE THOUSAND 
DOLLARS FOR YOUR BEAUTY. 15 ITA 


SAY ONE 
BARGAIN P 


THOUSAND 
DOLLARS? 


НЕ THOUGHT HIM MAD, BUT HE 


COUNTED OUT THE MONEY BEFORE 
HER EYES, THEN HE LED HER INTO 
THE BACK ROOM AND SEATED HER 
IN A CHAIR. +- 
YOU MEAN.. ММЕҒ.. | YES, MY DEAR 
ALL YOU WANT IS 
THIS WAX MOLD j WOBBY ог 
OF MY FACE? Jy. MINE... CAP- 

a Y TURING BEAUTY 


Sue ow wor tÁKE ҢІЗ FINAL CACK- 
LANG WORDS А5 HE HANDED HER А 
PAWN TICKET, BUT SHE PUT iT DOWN 
TO THE FOLLIES OF THE AGED. 
Т.Н CASE YOU EVER 
WISH то REDEEM 


SHE ABSENTLY STUCK THE TICKET 
INTO HER PURSE AS SHE LEFT THE 
FOOLISH OLD MAN'S SHOP. . . 


EXCITING DAYS FOLLOWEO FOR LORNA PREPARING THE 
LURE,THE SEDUCTIVE BAIT FOR THE HUNT TO FOLLOW THE 
OEADLY FEMALE ON THE PROWL...THE OLDEST GAME IN 


DY, BAB 
Se. 


HEADS TURNED AROUND AS LORNA WAS 
CONCUCTED TO А TABLE. WOMEN'S FACES 
FROZE STILL SMILING. WITH HATE FLASH-| 
ING BENEATH, HATE FOR THIS CREATURE 
WHO SUDDENLY TURNEO THEM INTO BLOWSY 
FRUMPS IN COMPARISON. 


MORE CHAMPAGNE, 


CHARLEY? ER - CHARLEY"| 
CHARLEY? 


‘OH, SWUT 
YP, LET МЕ 
ORINK THA: 


Bur LORNA IGNOREO THEM ALL? 
HER PREY WAS PICKED, , „RONNIE 
ALTGELO Ш BACHELOR PLAYBOY. 
HUMAN GOLD MINE. HE WAS ALWAYS 
THERE WITH HIS FOLLOWING OF 
UNCROWNED MISS AMERICAS BUT 
LORNA WAS GLAD THEY WERE 
THERE SHE WEEDEO THEM, AS A 
COMEDIAN NEEDS A STRAIGHT MAN 


НЕ BORED DOORMAN OF THE SWANK CLUB 711 
SWUNG OPEN A TAXI DOOR ONE EVENING, HE'D SEEN 
AN ENOLESS PARADE OF BEAUTIES TRAIPSE INTO THE 
CLUB DURING HIS YEARS AND NONE HAD RATED MORE 
THAN HALF A GLANCE TO HIS SATEO EYES, BUT THAT 
NIGHT, HIS EYES SNAPPED WIDE... 


GASP! A А VISION Т FEEL 
SORRY FOR THE OTHER DAMES 
INSIDE! THEIR EVENING IS 

SA RUINED THE MOMENT THIS 


SHE STRUCK НІМ HARD .THIS MAN 
SHE WANTED TO WIN AND MARRY. 
SHE BRUISED HIS CHEEK AND LEFT 
THE DEEPER BRUISE OF ANGRY 
HUMILIATION INSIDE. 


HEY! 1 TWOUGNT I KNEW 


IN THIS TOWN 


EVERY GEORGEOUS DOLL 


HOW DID I 


MISS YOU, BABY? 


Вот LORNA HAO PLAYED HER GAME WITH AGE-OLD SHR 
NESS . WITH WOMANLY WILE. FOR SHE KNEW THAT, TO MEN, 
THE FORBIDDEN FRUIT PROMISED ALWAYS THE SWEETER! 
TASTE... 

GET LOST, TRASH? 1 WANT TO 
MEET THAT ANGEL ” NO EARTHLY 
GIRL COULO ВЕ SO LOVELY 


HERE HE ODMES 


Іт Took LORNA SIX MONTHS OF HARO WORK ALWAYS 
LEAGING WITH HER CW/A.. TO GET HER QUARRY PENNED. 
But AT LAST 


LORNA, HONEY / NO LIPS HAVE TASTED 

THE SAME SINCE YOURS! I MUST. 

HAVE THEM FOR MY OWN! FOR LIFE? 
— MARRY МЕУ? 


OH,RONNIE* 
YES! YES, 
ILL MARRY 


Ано SO..,WEDDING BELLS... THE HONEYMOON... AND 
LORNA MOVED INTO THE EARTHLY PARADISE SHE'D ALWAYS 
CRAVED, , , MISTRESS OF A MANSION FULL OF SERVANTS, 
WEALTH, AND LUXURIES. RONNIE, OEEPLY IN LOVE, 
SHOWERED HER WITH COSTLY GIFTS. AND LORNA LOVED 
DEEPLY IN RETURN. HIS АУА ACCOUNT, THAT 15,. 
OH,YOU WONDERFUL, IT'S THE WEWEST SHADE 
SWEET DARLINGS AND HERE'S SOMETHING 
BREATH OF SPRING 3 ELSE TO GILD THE LILY 
MINK? IT'S BEAUTIFUL.) TROUBLE 15, EVEN DIAMONDS 
p> XEM LOOK CHEAP AGAINST YOUR 


RADIANT BEAUTY, 


Bur THEY WEREN'T GONE THE NEXT MORNING.. OR THE 
NEXT ...OR MANY NEXTS... UNTIL LORNA KNEW THAT SOME- 
THING GPEADFUL WAS HAPPENING ТО HER YOUTHFUL 
FACE, AND THE OLD SAYING CAME TO TORMENT HER. 


WORSE AND WORSE... ALMOST LIKE THE 
WRINKLES ОҒ, ОҒ OLD AGE? I'VE I'VE 
GOT TO A/DE IT FROM RONNIE" THANK 
GOODNESS HE'S GOING AWAY FOR А FEW 
Ко DAYS. ГЦ. BE ABLE TO 
SEE A DOCTOR. 


Ав SOON AS RONNIE LEF 
LORNA CALLEO THE BEST SKIN 
MAN IN THE CITY 
То LIKE TO SEE 
YOU, DOCTOR! YES? 
B TUESDAY MORNING? 
FINE? I'LL BE THERE! 


WHISPERED... 


AGING . AGING AT A 
MUCH FASTER RATE 


JLOTRA'S UNEASINESS FADED DURING 
THE EXAMINATION. MODERN SCIENCE 
BOULE CURE ALMOST ANY ODD AFFLIC- 
TION. AUT WHEN THE DERMATOLOGIST 
TURNED WITH *UZZLED EYES, ANO 


QUEERS SOMEHOW YOUR 
FACIAL TISSUES ARE. 


SECURE IN THE LAP OF LUXURY, LORNA WINKED AT HER 
MIRROR EACH NIGHT, BUT ONE NIGHT SHE FROWNED.., 
LOOKEO AGAIN IN PERPLEXITY,..THEN А THIRD TIME, IN 
WORRY... 


LINES ON MY FACE! BUT THAT'S /MPOSSIBLE" ТМ 

YOUNG? I'M ONLY TWENTY-THREE. ОН І SLEPT 

POORLY LAST NIGHT. IT MUST BE THAT. 7/42 LINES. 

THEYLL BE GONE TOMORROW EFENI 
h 


WELL, HON TLL SEE YOU THURSDAY? 
I.HEY,AREN'T YOU OVEADO/NG THE 
ROUGE AND POWDER, LORNA? IT'S 

А WASTE, REALLY. WITH SUCH 
LOVELY, SMOOTH, PEACH-BLOSSOM 
SKIN LIKE YOURS. TO A/DE ITS 


UH- I НАМЕ А 
AED NOSE, 
DEAR. THINK IM 
COMING DOWN 
WITH A COLD... 
HAD YO HIDE IT 


--- 


HEAVILY VEILED, LORNA LEFT HIS OFFICI 
HIS HELPLESS REPLY BOOMING LIKE A 
GONG OF DOOM IN HER MIND OVER AND 


МО CURES МО CURE AT ALL? 


то HALT THE AGING PROCESS 
MO OOCTOR CAN STOP YOUR SKIN 


WHY HAD THIS HAPPENEO ТО MER... HER ОҒ ALL 
WOMEN? WHYS SUDDENLY, LORNA REMEMBERED THAT 
NIGHT. .THAT NIGHT SO LONG AGO. FRANTICALLY SHE 
RUSHED HOME,SEARCHED AMONG HER PERSONAL ODOS 
AND ENDS, AND FINALLY FOUND IT... 


THAT OLO WRETCH. 

HIS FUNNY WAY OF SAYING 
т BUYING MY BEAUTY . 
AND THIS 7/GKET „МС 
BEAUTY PAWAEO. . 

„|ЯЕОЕЕМАВЕЕ. JUST 

ASIF HE REALLY TOOK 
IT AWAY SOMEHOW 


FINALLY, SHE. FOUND THE DILAPIDATES OLD SHOP, TUGGED: 
ГОРЕМ THECREAKY DOOR, AND STUMBLEO INTO ITS 
UNKEMPT MUSTY GLOOM, STILL PRESIDEO OVER BY THE 
EVIL HUMAN SPIDER WHO HAD BARGAINED 50 CUNNINGLY, 
WITH HER А YEAR AND A MILLION DOLLARS AGO, SHE 
RIPPED OFF HER VEIL IN FURY, EXPOSING THE HIDEOUS 
MONSTROSITY THAT NOW REPOSED ON HER YOUNG LOVELY 
ааа 3 


pio YOU оо THIS TO ME, 
YOU FILTHY LITTLE OLD 
FOOL? Д0 vou? 


CERTAINLY, WY DEAR SEE? 
HERE'S YOUR BEAUTY... 


OF COURSE, YOU CAN 
BUY YOUR BEAUTY 
BACK! BUT АТ МИ 
PRICE,NOWf LET'S 
SEE! AS MRS RONALD 


HE'D TURN FROM 
ном COULD 
IASK MY 
HUSBANÓ 


BLUE SKY? 
BESIDES, IF HE 

y SAW MY 

| FACE NOW 


GOOD NIGHT 


YES, HE'D O/VORCE YOU! 


HAG FACE AND ВЕ S/CX 
ON THE FLOOR AND A/GK 
YOU QUT. SO, THINK IT 
OVER, BUSINESS 15 
BUSINESS" $/00,000^ 
NOT OVE CENT LESS 


SHE PUSHED THE PAWNTICKET INTO HER PURSE AND HURRIED 
OUT INTO THE NIGHT..DOWN CRDOKED DESERTED STREETS .. 
4 ir CAN'T BE! IT'S SILLY” BLACK MAGIO? ҮЕТ,І HOPE 
И is TRUE? THEN т CAN REDEEM MY BEAUTY! LUCKY 

I KEPT THIS OLD PAWN TICKET LET'S SEE..HIS SHOP 
was AF OUNO NERE SOMEWHERE o 


MERE? HERE'S YOUR 
THOUSAND OOLLARS. 
1 MUST HAVE MY BEAUTY 

BACK! X MUST. 


BUT, MY DEAR THAT S 
IMPOSSIBLE! THE OATE' 
YOU FORGOT ^ THE FINAL 
OATE TO REDEEM WS 
JANUARY (3TH? YESTER- 
ОЯУ” YOURE TOO LATE”, 


HE STOOD OUTSIDE THE SHOP, SHIV- 
ERING IN THE COLD. AND THEN, SHE 
THOUGHT OF A WAY. A DESPERATE 
WAY TO RAISE THE MONEY. 


MY JEWELS „ MY MINK COATS,. 
ALL THE EXPENSIVE GIFTS 
FROM RONNIE. TOGETHER, 
THEY MIGHT TOTAL $100,000. 
| TLL TELL HIM WE WERE 
ROBBED... 


YOUR 


How COULO SHE REVEAL SHE WAS LORNA HIS BEAUTI- 
FUL WIFE? МО? THERE WAS ANOTHER WAY! LET HIM 
THINK HER A BURGLAR RUMS.. 
y wo YOU DON'T, SISTER? 
TM NOLOING YOU FOR 
[dày THE POLICE... pe 


HER FACE VEILED, HIDING THE HiDEDUS] 
HAG-HORROR BENEATH, SHE WAS ABLE 
ТО ENTER HER HOUSE ONLY BECAUSE 
THE SERVANTS RECOGNIZED HER YOUNG 
VOICE., 

WHO DO YOU THINK IT 

15, YOU FOOL? STEP 

ASME" ТМ BOING 

TO BED? ІР ANYBODY 

OALLS,1'M ASLEEP . 


] 


N THE SAFETY OF HER ROOM, 
WHERE SHE COULO LIFT THE 
VEIL, SHE WASTED NO TIME IN FILING 
UP ALL SHE'D GAINED FROM HER. 
HUSBANO'S GOLDEN GENEROSITY... 


HE'D HEARD HIS VOICE ТОО LATE? 
RONNIE! HE'D RETURNED UNEXPECT~ 
EDLY. SHE'D HAD NO CHANCE TO 
TURN. то RUN „то HIDE FROM HIS 
EYES. 


HATE TO PART WITH 
THEM, BUT I MUST 
GETMYBEAUTY — 7 
BACK BEFORE 
RONNIE RETURNS 

FROM HIS TAPS 

I... fam 


CHOKE. OW, MY GOD THAT 
FACE" UGLY... HORRISLES 

WHO ARE YOU? WHAT 

ARE YOU OOING RIFLING 
MY WIFE'S ROOM? 


Yes? ONE FINAL WAY ONE FINAL WAY... FOR 


RONNIE £ LORNA REACHED FOR THE HEAVY ВВАВВ 


STATUETTE... 
80 THIS CHUMP HAS TO OIE! SO WHAT! THE 
IMPORTANT THING 15 TO GET MY BEAUTY BACK... 
мү SOLDEN ASSETS PLENTY OF OTHER кен © 


THE POLICE” OH,NO,NO,NO,NO THEN I'LL 
BE TRAPPED IN JAIL.. NEVER PAY OFF THE 
PAWNGROKER. NEVER BE ABLE TO PROVE 
I'M LORNA ALTGELD! НО! THERE'S ONLY 
ONE OTNER WAY...ONE LAST WAY .. 

O, 


RONNIES FIRST GROAN SANK TO A BUBBLING MOAN AND THEN 


FADED TO THE BELCHING GUSTS OF A FRESH CORPSE LOSING 


IDIOTS LIKE RONNIE AROUNO ТО BID FOR IT, 


HE LOOKED BACK AT THE STILL 
FIGURE ONLY ONCE, THEN LEFT BY THE 
WINDOW WITH ALL THAT REMAINED OF 

|| HIS POOLISH LOVE PACKED IN А SUIT- 
CASE 


PERFECT SIGNS OF A mede 
STRUCCLE.. ROOM сштш 
LOOTED..ALL ADDING ae 
UP TO HOMICIDAL 


- nc —— — 
ORNA LIFTED THE VEIL SLOWLY AND WATCHED AS THE POLICEMAN'S FACE 
AS HE CLAPPED HIS HAND TO HIS MOUTH. 


НЕ HURRIED TO THE PAWNSHOP 
WITH HER TREASURI 


LOCKED! CLOSED 
] FOR THE NIGHT f 
d 


Hif 


DL 
gems) NOW I'LL HAVE ТО 
WAIT UNTIL MORN- 


3 


TUN 


V hi 
с 


700 BADI PRETTY FACE, 
700” NOW, IT'S AONE WAY 
TICKET То THE ELECTRIC... 
ER SAY MA'AM ГМ SORRY I 


f 
Ано SHE KNEW THAT SHE COULD WEVER REDEEM HER BEAUTY NOW. SHE 
KNEW THAT SHE WAS STUCK WITH THIS HORRIBLE NAUSEATING HAG = 
FACE FOR ALL OF HER LIFE UNLESS SHE WANTEO IT ТО £AQ...IN THE 
ELECTRIC QHAIR... 


/ 


SHE SLEPT PEACEFULLY! WHY 
SHOULDN'T SHE? HER PROBLEM WAS 
SOLVEO...HER TROUBLES ALMOST OVER 
EARLY tN THE MORNING, SHE LEFT 
THE HOTEL, ALMOST GAYLY.., 


TNE MURDERS 
SERVANTS FIND 
BODY OF RONAL. 


т UNDERSTAND, 
OFFICERS YOU 
WANT ME TO 
REMOVE MY 
VE/L SO YOU 
CAN BE SURE 
| IN NOT THAT. 
THAT MURDERESS 


HEH, HEH” 50 £ORA/4 ENOED UP 
STUCK WITH A DEAD PAH. WELL, 
THERE'S MANY A M/FE WHO'LL SAY 
THE SAME ABOUT THEIR HUSBANDS 
NOW IT'S TIME TO TURN YOU ВАСА 
TO THE OLO WITCH FOR ONE OF 
HER /D/OT/C SLIME SERVINGS. 
REMEMBER. IF YOU'RE ADD/CTED 
TO Е.С. MASS. JF YOU'RE A REAL 
GOHE FAN. THEN YOU OUGHT TO 
JOIN THE E.C. 
PIN “ADDICT 
CLUB WHY? 
WELL--ER . 
THAT IS „ЕВ. 
AH- HMMMM f 
LOOK, I'LL SEE 
YOU NEXT IN 
MY MAG, TNE 


Carty had warned him, but still и was a shock had said This is where the old пизегв had 
when Holloway opened che front door and buried rheir lousy dough! 

silently stepped into the house he had come 
to rob Carty had whispered that the old dump 
was bursting its seams, stuffed with junk the 


A minute later, his eyes beginning to pick 
out the fuzzed outline of objects in the closet, 
Holl 
two brothers had been collecung Dp» рау stared ro probe дасан пе boxes 
4 f Ca h piled in clogged profusion on all sides Carty 

шону азат LR жп. had warned him to be careful, Holloway re- 


The entryway was so massed with piles of membered as he searched sagging boxes and 
grimy, yellowing papers rhat Holloway had . folds of wormy cloth The place mighr be 
to slither sideways to ger into the front room. alive with rats! There was only one box left 
Неге, rotting cardboard boxes were wedged now the big one on the floor at his feet. He 
tightly together, reaching from floor to dust- fought down the revulsion he was beginning 
shrouded ceiling The dining room was to feel, and dug into sttips of mouldering 
clogged with layers of rags matted into a fabric There nest-egg got to be in bere, Hollo- 
wormy mass, rhe stench was the odor of de- way thought, his heart hammering so hard 
cayed clothing stripped from a long-dead that he felt the pressure in his ears He scooped 
corpse up a handful of rotting cloth and hurled it to 


Holloway wiped the bubbles of sour sweat one side with a shudder And then it hit him, 
from under his nose, thinking these cracked like a swarm of bees Only it was moths... 
Cort brothers been holed up im thes stmkeng thousands of them, all at once He staggered 
mausoleum for forty years, and и don't look backwards, his hand groping for the door- 
Ike they never even thrun out une dirty nap- knob. He tasted the dry-dustiness of rheir 
ksn sn all that time! wings in his mouth, the twitching of the 

Squirming on, through wha: seemed like moths’ oozy bodies as they fluttered against 
actes of putrid rubbish, Holloway finally saw his eyelids His fingers circled the knob and 
the door with cracked paneling. That's и Не wrenched: the door was locked! Holloway 
exulted, That's the closet awright! He sucked shrieked, once, That was all the time he had 
1n a mouthful of foul air and held his breath, before the frantic whirring drowned out all 


listening for the sound of approaching foot- sound.. the writhing, powdery bodies bloch 
steps The house was silent the old crumbs ed all vision He felt his stomach knotting as 
must be upstairs, snoozing among the gar- he rried to gulp air, but it was no use А gen- 
bage on the second floor Carty was right, so eranon of moths had hatched undisturbed in 
far' rhe miserable closet Бу rhe thousands, now, 

Holloway turned the doorknob and eased 1¢ they were blocking the passages of his nose, 
open He slipped into the murky closer, tense forcing their way into his gaping mouth and 


until he heard the knob click shut solidly be down his gagging throat Then, when he had 
hind him The ппу cubicle was stifling and stopped writhing when his last scream had 
musty, and che walls felt clammy under his strangled in his throat . they went to work 
fingertips, but ıt was worth ıt Twenty-five on the delicious shreds of clothing which had 
thousand bucks was stashed away here, Carty been Holloway's suit just minutes before 


ARE YOU THE 
CHAPTER 
PRESIDENT? 


YOU, ТОО, САМ MEET NEW FRIENDS! JOIN THE 


E.C. FAN-ABDICT CLUB/ 


SEND FOR YOUR MEMBERSHIP KIT TODAY RECEIVE A FULL-COLOR 71% X 10% ILLUMINATED 
CERTIFICATE, A STURDY WALLET /DENTIFICATION CARD, А SNAZZY EMBROIDERED SHOULDER, 
PATCH, AND A STUNNING ANTIQUE BRONZE-FINISH BAS-RELIEF P/N, 


* * + ж * 


For AN /NDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP, FILL OUT 
THE COUPON AND SEND IT IN, TOGETHER WITH 
256 IF FIVE OR MORE OF YOU WISH ТО JOIN 
AS AN AUTHORIZED CHAPTER, ENCLOSE 
EACH MEMBERS NAME AND ADDRESS ALONG 
WITH 256 FOR EACH МАМЕ, AND INDICATE 
THE МАМЕ OF THE ELECTED CHAPTER 
PRESIDENT. WE WILL NOTIFY EACH 
PRESIDENT OF HIS CHAPTER NUMBER, 
EACH MEMBER, CHAPTER OR INDIVIDUAL, 
WILL RECEIVE HIS KIT DIRECTLY... BY 
RETURN MAIL Z 


"........- 
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a Here's ту two bits! І want the things ' 
‚ and stuff like the kid's wearing! I wan H 
8 to meet neu friends like the Kid's meeting! 1 
1 Im a fan addict! Tw mad ! l 
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i ADORESS ' 
а сту ZONE NO, 8 
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Hummmph! Just because they're being sued, 
I gotta lose part of my column this issue! So 
now let me tum you over fo my two crimmal 
editors, who'll іту and worm their way out of 
this one! Talk fast, boys! 


+ е + * * 


Yep, bless her ice-cube heart, the old gal ie 
right! Ax of thus writing, E C. 1s being sued! 
And ol all things, we've been accused ol at- 
tempting (in the words ol the papers served 
upon us by Gilberton Company, Inc., Albert 
L Konter, President, in seeking а prehminary 
injunction) to ".. intentionally, unfairly and 
unlawlully adopt, copy and imitate the title 
and style and format of the art work of plain- 

„Ее sd periodical ‘Classics fffustrated'. 


The magazine that the Gilberton Company 
claims is cm imitation ol “Classics Illustrated" 
1s none other than our own "Three Dimen- 
sional E.C Classics." Mr Kanter's attorneys 

- go on to allege that ` .. In so using the word 
‘classics’ and in adopting the same style, size 
and lormat for delendants’ first issue of their 
magazine, delendants (ЕС) | adopted such 
title, size and format in bad faith and with an 
Intent and tendency (а) to deceive and ms- 
fead the trade and public tn general; (b) to 
pass off their magazine as the work and prop- 
erty ol the plaintiff, (c) to appropriate lor 
themselves the plaintiff's title, reputation, 
trade name and good will; end-(d) to convey 
to the members of the trade and of the read- 
ing pubhe the misleading impression that de- 
fendants’ (EC 's) sad magazine was in lact 
one of the numbers ol the plaintiff's (Gilber- 
ton’s) prior established periodical, ‘Classics 
Illustrated’ . ” 


In Mr. Kanter's own words from his sworn 
affidavit: '" . the attempt to pass off də- 
fendonts’ magazine ав plaintiff's periodical is 
sell-evident " 


Wilham М. Gaines, іп his seventeen page 
answering affidavit (of which only a small 
portion can he reproduced here due to space 
imitations) stated, " Before meeting and 
disposing of the pidnfff's untoward and un- 
founded спіһсіятав, I herewith emphatically 
and categoncaliy deny that the title of our 
book. ‘Three Dimensional EC Classics,’ its 
cover or any of its art work was intentionally 
chosen. conceived of or created so ая to simu- 


late the appearance of the plainhi's ‘Classics 
Ilustrated.’ Untif the plaintif registered Из 
complant with me „4 never occured to 
me that there was any peril of our ‘comic’ 
book in question being mistaken for the plain- 
tis The receipt of that complant momen- 
tarily concerned me, not because of a fear of 
unwitting wrongdoing on my part, but rather 
because the last thing I could possibly desire 
—and I'm not being lacetious—would be for 
anyone to identily our book as one of the 
plaintiff's, 

".  Manilesily, the defendants (ЕС) have 
neither the intention пог the desire to have 
their books confused with the plantifi's 


“Тһе plaintiff hes professed that its 
books are ‘acceptable,’ smdely insinuating 
that the defendants’ are not Itis perhaps true 
that the readers ol the plaintiff's (Gilberton's) 
books do not purchase the defendants’ 
(ЕС.3) products. It is equally true that 
"Classics Ilustrated’ ix not 'accepiable' to our 
readers. 


„1 respectfully pray that their motion 
for a prelimmary injunction be denied." 


. е . . * 


It was!—ed, 


ОК you old bag... take it away! You may 
have the last two inches! 


Hee, hee! You may be Iaughing out of the 
other sides of your mouths, come the та! 
And my two inches just leaves me enough 
room for the commercials: E C 's 3-D mags 
the nefarious and infamous THREE DIMEN- 
SIONAL E C CLASSICS, as well as the more 
innocuous THREE DIMENSIONAL TALES 


FROM THE CRYPT OF TERROR are shll 
available by mailorder 156 each, 2 for 30¢! 
A subscription to this mag will set you back 
one buck for eight issues The address for HD 
orders, sub orders, fan-maul, and legal advice 


% The Oid Witch 
Room 706, Dept Lawsuit 
225 Lafayette Street 
NYC 2. NY 


VOU'LL BE HORRIFIEO ALONG WITH 
THEODORE WHEN HE DISCOVERS 


HEY'RE TALKING ABOUT ME ASAIN. MISS HEATHER ANO MISS GRAVES... THE ORPHAN ASYLUM MATRDNS. АТ 
NIGHT WHEN THE OTHER KIOS ARE ASLEEP, I SNEAK DOWN AND LISTEN. I'M SCARED COMING THROUGH THE DARK 
HALLWAY AND DOWN THE STAIRS, SOME OF THE STEPS СНЕДК. I KNOW WHERE TO WALK SO THEY DON'T, ONLY SDME- 
TIMES I FORGET TO STEP IN THE RIGHT PLACE AND THE CREAK SOUNDS LIKE SOMEONE SCREAMING. SOME NIGHTS 
IT'S WINDY AND THE SHUTTERS BANG AND I WANT TO SCREAM TOO, ONLY I HOLD IT IN, BECAUSE I WANT TO KNOW. 

I WANT ТО KNOW WHY МОВООУ 5 EVER ADOPTED ME AND TAKEN ME HOME WITH THEM. I WANT TO KNOW THE SECRET | 
HE'S ALMOST 7W/RTEEN, MISS GRAVES Y AND THAT..THAT MEANS HELL SE М/7У 
vou KNOW HOW DIFFICULT IT I$ GETTING / 5 UNTIL HE TURNS EIGHTEEN OM- 


Iusto ro THINK iT WAS BECAUSE THEY ¿/K£O ME 

THAT THEY KEPT ME HERE AT THE ORPHANAGE. I USED 

ТО THINK THEY WANTED WE FOR THEIR VERY OWN... 

HE'S REACHING MATURITY, MISS 
GRAVES! WE'VE GOT TO GET HIM STAND, MISS 
OFF OUR HANDS! DON'T YOU HEATHER I'LL 
START DOING EVERY- 

THING I CAN TO 

1 ENCOURAGE н15 


But WHEN THEY STARTED TREATING МЕ BAO... WHEN 
THEY STARTED LOCKING ME IN THE ROOM... WHEN THEY 
STARTEO WHISPERING ABOUT ME, I AWEN THERE WAS А 
SECRET... 

-AND YOU'LL FORGET 

ASOUT THE... THE 


I ALWAYS KEEPS ME AWAKE AFTER I HEAR THEM 
TALKING. I GO BACK TO THE DORM AND I LIE ON 
MY BED 


But NOW MISS HEATHER AND MIBS GRAVES AREN'T GOING TO 
TELL ANYBODY 
AND I THINK HARD ABOUT WHAT THEY SAID 


THEY WANT TO PUT ME UP FOR ADOPTION 
AND KEEP IT A SECRET. AND ALL BECAUSE T GET BAD ONCE 


AND TRY TO MAKE THE SECRET COME OUT OF IT IN AWHILE, AND THEY HAVE TO LOCK ME IN THE ROO! 


BUT І CAN'T SO I PRETEND I AWOW WHAT IT. 
в. , 


ТУЕ БОТ А FEAL MOM AND DAD SOMEWHERE! 
TWATSS ITI AND BOME DAY THEY MIGHT COME 


MAYBE MAYBE IF I PROMISE AEVER TO RUN AWAY 
FOR ME AND TAKE ME TO А FEAL НОМЕ, 


AGAIN MAYBE IF I PROMISE TO BE GOOD.. AND 
WORK AROUND THE HOME... AND Ғ/Ж THINGS WHEN 


THEY BREAK.. MAYBE THEY'LL LET ME STAY UNTIL 
мү REAL MOM AND DAD COME / 


Тоомт мно LIVING IN THE ORPHAN ASYLUM MIES THEY ALWAYS LOCK ME IN THE ROOM WHEN T COMPLAIN. 
GRAVES AND MISS HEATHER ARE OKAY EXCEPT WHEN 
THEY GET MAD. THEY GET MAD AT ME WHEN I START 


IF'S А LITTLE ROOM WITH NOTHING INIT CEPT А BED. 
AND {T'S LONESOME IN THE ROOM 

COMPLAINING. BUT GEE...1'M &/GGER THAN MOST 

OF THE OTHER KIDS, І WEEO MORE... 


PLEASE, MISS HEATHER! QON'T SHUT UP, 
LOCK ME INÍ I'LL BE 6000! | THEODORE! YOU'RE 
P FOOD мв Y MISS NEATHERT Y COME \ | 1 CAN'T WELP IT IF тм HUNGRY) OISTURBING THE 
GRAVES f ZW ) He's COMPLAINING (WITH ME, PLE, OTHER CHILDREN? 
THEODORE, до ue 


на 


AFTER А WHILE, I CAN'T STAND IT WHEN I COME BACK, MISS HEATHER 
ІМ THE LITTLE ROOM ANYMORE. SOT 
CLIMB OUT OF THE WINDOW AND SLIDE 


IS ALWAYS WAITING FOR МЕ, SHE 
AGAIN они / BACK MISS DOESN'T GET MAD, SHE JUSTS TAKES 
HE'D ONLY GRAVES. THE 
LEAVE FOR 


ME BACK UP TO THE LITTLE ROOM AND 
MAKES ME GO TO BED AGAIN. SHE 


EVEN LETS ME SLEEPLATE BUT NOT 
THIS MORNING, =» 


NUN ? |60 WASH UP and COMB 


YOUR HAIRaAND ORESS 
NEATLY, THEN COME 
DOWNSTAIRS TO MY 


I'M SCARED ABOUT BOING DOWN TO [WE'RE мот YOUR X но HO” I Т WANT TO STAY Y PLEASE LEAVE | 
THEOFFICE. MISS HEATHER ALWAYS | FEAL PARENTS, |WANT MY REAL | | WERE^IWANTTO | ME ALONE 
YELLS AT ME WHEN SHE SENDS FOR |SON/ BUT WE'D PAREHTS SY STAY WITH M/SS j WITH HIM FOR 
ME TO COME TO HER OFFICE, BUT. BE JUST LIKE DON'T WANT TO HEATHER Т... А FEW 

THIS TIME SHE SMILES АТ МЕ REAL PARENTS? |50 WITH YOU ^. 


THEODORE! THIS i$. V GOLZY"anE] | “Е WANT TO 
MR АМО MRS COLBERT] YOU MY AO 
THEY WANT TO TAKE REAL 
YOU HOME WITH PARENTS: 
FIHALLY? 
LAHEW YOU'D 
SOME‘ I NHEW. 


Miss HEATHER GETS ANGRY AT ME YOU HAVE HO REAL DON'T YOU WANT 

SOMETIMES, BUT NEVER LIKE THIS. HER |P4F£W7S AND IF X TO BE LIKE OTHER | TLL GO WITH 
FACE GETS ALL RED AND HER EYES TOLD MR ANO MRS BOYS, THEODORE? THEM, MISS 
BULGE AND SHE GRASS MY ARM TIGHT — |COLGERT EVERYTHING, | HAVE A WOME HEATHER IF 
AND SHE SHAKES ME THEY WOULDN'T HAVE A AND FR/EHDS. YOU WANT ME 
YOU LITTLE BRAT YOURE NOT) вота, | YOU ON A S/LVER А PLENTY TO 44) TO'BUT WELL. 
GOING TO RUIN THIS CHANCE PLATTER : i THE COLBERTS IF T HAVE NO 


FOR ME TO GET 4/0 OF You! REAL PARENTS... 
WITH THEM А E 22 т 


I KNOW MISS HEATHER WON'T YELL "EPEEL ALL GOLD AND SHAKY ПЕЛЕ THE COLBERTS KEEP TALKING ABOUT 
AT МЕ OR PUNISH ME FOR LISTENING мб THE HOME. 1 FEEL BAD THE NICE THINGS ON THE WAY TO MY NEW 
OUTSIDE HER OFFICE NOW, SO I'M WAY MISS HEATHER MAKES А FACE HOME, BUT I JUST THINK ABOUT THE 
NOT SCARED TO ASK. . WHEN Г KI$S HER SOODEYE, LIKE SECRET..AND HOW MAYBE MOW I'LL 


THEN, WHAT VSECRET? WHAT yt MAKES НЕЯ ИСК FOR ME ТО NEVER FIND Ош JT WAS 
THEODORE он, EDWIN 


KNOW WHAT YOURE | Й E „Хвововче, Y. COLBERT "нож IT'LL BE 
TALKING ABOUT, a MISS HEATHER. ЗА || | WOWOERFUL 
THEODORE! Av HAVING HIME, 
H М FT, 
m uou " D Г - 
HAN ج‎ 


13 


Y 


Та А LONG TRIP TO WHERE MY NEW PARENTS LIVE 
AND І DON'T FEEL GOOD ABOUT МҮ NEW HOME. IT 
LOOKS SO LONESOME, AND І DON'T HEAR ANY KIDS 


LAUGHING AND PLAYING LIKE BACK AT THE ORPHAN- [Finish YOUR M//LA, THEODORE! À | 
ë i's HALF CREAM. W's 6000 jl 

WELL, HERE WE ARE, I'M WOT vERY | FOR Your 

THEODORE f NOW COME HUNGRY an anil] post? y 

INSIDE AND I'LL FIX g 


vou д 6000 SUPPER. 
E ! | 
А А , 


MRS COLBERT, ER,MOM .FUSSES ABOUT IN THE KI TGHEN AND 
MAKES ME А 8IG SUPPER. X TRY TO EAT SO SHE WON'T BE 
ANGRY WITH МЕ. 


pM 
They MAKE ME EAT. THEY STAND Жетен SUPPER THEY TAKE МЕ 
OVER ME UNTIL Z FINISH EVERY 


OUTSIDE, IT'S DARK AND QUIET 
THERE ARE NO HOUSES FOR MILES. 
NOTHING GUT WOODS I'M SCARED 
AND LONESOME, I WANT TO ВЕ 
WITH SOMEBODY EVEN THE COLBERTS . 


UPSTAIRS TO MY-ROOM . 
LAST DROP, X FEEL ALL SICK 
INSIDE 


LIKE 1T, THEODORE? 
WE'RE GOING TO WE'LL BUILD 1 ЖЕ” 
PUT ALOT OF YOU UP, SON WHY b 
BEEF ON Y: f a 4 


QU, / IN A MONTH MISS £ 
f HEATHER WON'T : 
RECOGNIZE You! 


THEY'VE LOGKED ME Wf THEY'VE LOCKEO ME IN MY 


I WANT то RUN AWAY BUT THE WINDOWS... 
ROOM JUST LIKE MISS HEATHER USED TO DO V THE WINDOWS ARE BARRED’ X CANT 


WHEN SHE WAS ANGRY WITH M 


THEY AEEP ME LOCKED UP IN MY IT'S А SECRET, ТМЕМ YOU'LL 
ROOM EVERY FEW HOURS, MRS. THEODORE! BUT FIRST, | FINO QUT, THEO- 
COLBERT COMES IN WITH A TRAY OF WE HAVE ТО 20/2 0 DORE! NOW, 247/ 
YOU UP... GET YOU perd Em 
NICE AND STRONG, Ú 
"rep м | LAM WEALTH j 
LOCKED UP, 
MA'AM? WHY 
WON'T YOU LET 
ME GO OUT AND 


I NEVER THOUGHT I'O ФЕТ JOO MUCH To 
EAT. BACK AT THE ORPHAN ASYLUM, I USED ТО |60 007 ann PLAK.. 
ВЕТ M/AGAY ALL THE TIME. GUT MOM, I INSTEAD OF KEEPING \7EAA/SLY RUN-OOWN WHEN WE TOOK 
GET MORE THAN ENOUGH, . . 'YOU FROM THE ORPHANAGE, WHY, YOU'RE 
THIS, MAYBE I COULD / JUST BEGINNING TO LOOK HALF-WAY, 
ICOUDMEVER / THEODORE? AND DRINK DEVELOP АН 

EAT THAT MUCH / YOUR ДИА 720 ITLL APPETITE: 

=] MAKE YOU 2/6 AND 


YOU'LL FIND 
OUT, THEODORE... 
| VERY SOON, WOW”, 


Твикз5 THEY'RE JUST TRYING TO ВЕ 
0000 ТО ME. I'5 ВЕ HAPPY AGOUT IT 
TOQIF THEY DIDN'T KEEP ME LOCKED UP 
ALL THE TIME... 


Ано ALL THE TIME THAT 1°М LOCKED IN MY 
ROOM. ..WHEN MOM COLBERT ISN'T STUFFING 
FOOD INTO МЕ... I THINK ABOUT THE SECRET. 
І WONDER WHAT ITIS.. . 

BED TIME, THEODORE f YOU 
MUST GET PLENTY OF SLEEP. 


1 КЛОН THE SECRET HOW IT'S 
BEEN A MONTH SINCE MR. AND MRS. 
COLBERT TOOK ME FROM THE ORPHAN 
ASYLUM AND EROUGHT ME HERE AND 
LOCKED ME UP IN THIS ROOM. ANO 
NOW 1 AAOW THE SECRET. I HEAR 
THEM COMING UP THE STAIRS. . 
I WAS HOP/NG YOU'D 
WANT ТО TELL HIM TONIGHT, 
EDWIN! I DON'T THINK L 


THE SECRET THEY'RE COMING 
TO FEEL IT TO ме. BUT I ANON 
ITË X KNOW ÍT ALREADY. І HEAR 
FOOTSTEPS OUTSIDE MY DOOR... А 
KEY SCRAPING IN THE LOCK. 


TWEDOORE? АНЕ | І.І KWOW 
vou ASLEEP? IT, мом 
WE HAVE SOME: DAO i 
THING то ZELL ИА АМО THE 
SECRET. 


ра 
COULD HAVE WA/TED f 5 
OTHER DAY” = (4 


о > E et. 


THEY STAND THERE, DROOLING, THEIR FANGS BAREO, 
STARING AT ME, STARING INTO THE SHAOOWS WHERE 


ISN'T THAT А A/CE NO USE SCREAM/NG, 
‘SECRET, THEODORE? THEOOORE? THERE ISN'T 


А HOUSE FOR M/L£6 ” 


097, THEODORE! _ 


AND SHONE LIKE SILVER ON THE ORPHANAGE LAWN AND MISS HEATHER USED 
TO LOCK ME IN THE LITTLE ROOM. I SPRING AT THEM... RIPPING, TEAR 
SLASHING, IKE Т USED TO DO WHEN I'D AUN AWAY, 


THAT 15 THE SECRET. MF SECRET. .1 KNOW NOW THAT ГАМА 
Z ESN -HUNERY, FEROCIOUS, LOATHSOME WEREWOLF. 


TYOURE JUST A/&WT, Now THEODORE! 
4067 RIGHT“ YOU'RE FAT ANO 
FULL DF RICH RED BLOOD. 


THAT'S DUR 
SECRET, 

THEODORE. 
WE'RE 

VAMPIRES! 


ONLY T WAS WRONG THEIR SECRET..MOM AND OAR 
COL BERT'S.,.THEIR SECRET ISN'T MY SECRET. X PAD 


IEE HEE! OELICIOUS LITTLE TIOBIT,EH? 
ANO IF YOU OON'T ТА/МА THAT А 
YOUNG WOLF CAN TAKE CARE OF TWO. 
GROWN-UPS, LET МЕ TELL YOU ABOUT 
THESE TWO OLO MA/OS* SEEMS THIS 

UT THAT'S A O/F FERED 
З SAVE THAT ONE FOR 
ANOTHER DIME’ NOW, I'LL TURN YOU 
OVER TO СА, WHO'S WAITING TO WIND 
UP мү MUCK MAG WITH А TALE FROM 
COLLECTION IN THE СҰРУ. I'LL BE 
ТИНА соокіме UP MORE ОҒ 
THIS CREEP WWEW . 
AS OWE STEER ЗАО 
TO THE OTHER AS THEY 
ENTEREO THE 


НЕН, HEH? AND NOW IT'S TIME FOR YOUR GRYPT-KEEPER TO WIND UP THE OLD HAG'S MAG WITH А SLIMY 
SELECTION FROM MY COLLECTION OF TERROA-TOMES HERE IN THE CRYPT, SD CREEP IN, CUDDLE UP DN 
THAT SUITCASE, AND I'LL GRIF YOU WITH THE @A/EF CASE OF MORBIDITY T CALL... 


ЕГЕП STOOD GEHIND THE SMALL PITTED DESK OF 
HER FLEAGAG HOTEL AND WATCHED HER LATEST GUEST 
SCRAWL AN ILLEGIBLE SIGNATURE IN THE REGISTER. OUT- 
SIDE, A QUIET MIST CREST AROUND THE HOTEL LIKE A 
STEALTHY GREY CAT, AND THERE WAS NO SOUND SAVE THE 
SCRATCHING OF THE PEW IN HIS LARGE HAIRY FAW AND THE 
REGULAR ANIMAL GRUNT OF НІЗ HEAVY BREATHING. LOLA 
SHIVERED SHE WAS SUDDENLY AWARE, FOR THE FIRST TIME, 


OF TH E" DARK, FETED REEK OF ROTTED WOOD IN THE. 
RMCIEMT | паду, вит TERT waq SOMETIME мес THERE 


WAS А SUBTLE NAUSEATING AURA THAT SEEM 
FROM E MAN HIMSE! iS 


LOLA TRIED NOT TO LOOK АТ HIM, BUT HER GAZE 
WAS HELD BY A MORBID FASCINATION, HE WAS UBLY 
BEYONO DESCRIPTION, A REVOLTING FIGURE OF EVIL. 
WITH A FACE THAT NO HOLLYWOOD MAKE-UP MAN 
COULD EVER DREAM UP EVEN IN HIS WORST NIGHT= 
MARES. SHE HANOED HIM THE KEY AND HER VOICE 
WAS HOLLOW AND SHAKY... = 


THAT WILL BE TEN DOLLARS A WEEK 
IN ADVANCE. SECOND FLODR REAR. 


SWE SHUDDERED AS НЕ ТООК THE 
KEY AND DRDPPED THE TEN DDLLAR 
BILL ON THE DESK. THE THOUGHT OF 
TOUCHING HIS MONEY MADE HER 
FLESH CREEP, HE TURNED AND 


ITED UP THE STAIRS... 


DON'T FORGET. 
You MUST BE O 


{Ж 


= 


LOLA REMEMBERED HOW SHE'D £/KEQ OTTO RIGHT 
OFF, SHE'D ALWAYS GOTTEN TEN FOR THAT RDDM. . 
BUT SHE'D LOOKED AT нім AND WANTED нім TO 
STAY, So BHE'D REQUCEO THE RENT FOR НІМ 


Sue LISTENED TO HIS GRUNT OF | 
AGREEMENT AND THE MUFFLED 
ECHD OF HIS FOOTFALLS FADING 
AWAY ALDNG THE UPSTAIRS HALL. , 


LOLA THOUGHT оғ 0770 KEARNS. 
SHE THOUGHT OF HOW HE'D COME TD 
THE HOTEL A LITTLE LESS THAH A 
MDHTH AGO, AND HOW HE'D ASKED,, | 


THAT'S .CHOKE.. THE MILES, 
NOST HIDEOUS FACE TNE 
EVER SEEN 1 NEVER 
SHOULD HAVE LET HiM 

HAVE THE ROOM WHAT 

WILL 0770 SAY WHEN І 


I'D LIKE A POON. ) I HAVE А NICE 
А CHEAP ONE IF / ROOM ON THE 
YOU HAVE IT. I.I.) SECOND FLOOR 


САНТ AFFORD / REAR. X'LL... 
TOO MUCH gf LET YOU HAVE 
IT FOR... FOR... 

SEVEN ООШ АЯЗ | 


AWEEK 


SEVEN? THAT SOUNDS 
REASONABLE, IS ITA 
NICE ROOM? 


IT'S A LOVELY ROOM 
COME ALONG. T'LL 
SHOW IT TO YOU, 


LOLA HAD WEVER LEFT HER DESK BEFORE TO SHOW A 
RDOM, BUT SHE'D FELT 2000 ABOUT OTTO RIGHT AWAY. 
SHE'D TAKEN НІМ UP AND LINGERED THERE, EVEN AFTER 
HE'D AGREKD TO TAKE IT AND HAD РАШ HER. LOLA HAD 
NOT UNDERSTOOD HER FEELINGS AT THAT TIME SHE'D 
HEVER WANTEO A MAN BEFORE OTTO.. 


SERVICE, BUT. 


f T USUALLY CHARGE 
A DOLLAR A WEEK 
EXTRA FOR MAIO 


I'LL DO му OWN 
CLEANING, ТНА НК 
MISS PEDERSON. Г. 

€ ND J 


А НАНО, BUT NOTHING NORE... 


So отто HAD COME TO LIVE IN LOLA'S HDTEL. AND 
AS THE WEEKS WENT BY, HER FONDNESS FOR HIM 
HAD SWELLED TD A HUNGRY YEARNING, HE'D FED 
HER WITH SMILES AND WARM WORDS, THE TOUCH OF 


SHE нар 7A/ED TO ENCOURAGE HIM WITH SYMPATHETIC 
ATTENTION, BUT OT TD'S NEEDS, WHATEVER THEY MIGHT HAVE 
Ем, HAD NOT /WC£ UOEO HER СОМРАНІОМЅНІР. AND HIS 

SEEMING RELUCTANCE TO BE ALONE WITH HER HAD 


< NLY SERVED AS FUEL FOR LOLA'S BURHING DESIRES ,. 


8000 EVENING,OTTO. ER ..WHY 5 ANOTHER TIME, 
DON'T YOU COME INTO мү ЖОО? JPERHAPS,LOLA ГМ 
ЕЗІ FIX SDME JEA, WE CAN / VERY TIRED. 

НК но соор-мент! 


PODR OTTO. WAKIHG UP AT THE. IF см HOT F/AST 
CRACK OF,DAWH AND RUSHING OUT | OH THE SPOT WITH 
WITH HIS SAMPLE CASE WHEN MOST | A CUSTOMER, т 
MEN ARE WAITING FOR THEIR WIVES / DOH'T MAKE А 


Отто HAD BEEN SUCH A FOOL, LOLA'D ALL BUT 
ASKED HIM TO MARRY HER, BUT IT'D GONE COM- 
PLETELY OVER HIS NEAD.. 
DON'T YOU SEE, отто? Y IVE THOUGHT ABOUT 
TOWN THIS HOTEL. T | THAT, LOLA" WOULD YOU 
COULD MAKE THINGS j WOULD YOU GONSIOER 
EASY FOR YOU,IF. LETTING ME SHARE MY 
ROOM WITH ANOTHER GEN = 
TLEMAN? I COULD USE THE 
MONEY I'O SAVE SD A/GELY 


| 


LOLA REMEMBERED HOW SHE'D TOLD ОТТО SHE'O THINK 
it OVER ABOUT HIS SHARING A ROOM, BUT SHE HADN'T LED 
THE IDEA 47 ALL, WITH ANOTHER MAN LIVING IN HIS КООМ, 
HE WOULDN'T BE ALONE ANYMORE. HER CWAWCES WOULD 
BE EVEN LESS AND SO, WHEN THE PHONE RANG THIS 


MDRNING . 


[MORNING , [rr — 
YES. YES, THIS 15 THE GOTHAM HOTEL 


WHAT? RENT A ROOM? но! WE'RE ALL 
FILLED UPS WHAT? YOU WORK AT NIGHTS 
YOU'D WANT IT DURING THE 24У? NO, 

IM SORRY... 


= 
THE RASPING VOICE AT THE OTHER 
ЕМО OF THE PHONE HAD BEEN THE 
ANSWER TO LOLA'S DILEMMA. IF 
SHE WERE TO ALLOW OTTO TO 
SHARE А ROOM WITH SOMEONE WHO 
WORKED AT NIGHT, THERE WDULDN'T 
ВЕ ANYONE AROUND IN THE EVE- 
WIMGS TD CRAMP HER STYLE 
WAIT А ЖЕНИТЕ? VF Т. WAVE YOUR 
ASSURANCE THAT YOU'LL ONLY 
NEEO THE ROOM DURING THE QAF.. 
THAT YOU'LL LEAVE BY SIX 47 
NIGHT AND NOT COME BACK TILL 
AFTER SIX IN THE MORNING, 
PERHAPS: 


THE HDMIOIDAL 


DUBBED "7HE 


So SHE'D TOLO THE HOARSE, 
BARELY INTELLIGENT YOICE ТО 
СОМЕ OVER . THAT A ROOM WAS 
AVAILABLE ON THAT BASIS. ANO 
WHILE SHE'D WAITED FOR HIM, 
SHE'D TURNED ON THE RADIO... 


ANOTHER BODY OF А WOMAN 
WAS FOUND EARLY THIS MORNING. 
THIS IS THE LATEST VICTIM OF 


BUT LOLA'D BEEN IN A PRIVATE 
LITTLE WORLD OF HER DWN IMAGI- 
NATION, SO SHE'D OMLY HALF-HEARD 
THE HARROWING REPORT.. 

“TNE RIPPER" ATTACKS WOMEN DN 
LONELY DESERTED STREETS AND 
OECAPITATES THEM CARRYING 
AWAY THEIR HEADS ALL x 
CITIZENS ARE WARNED TO , 


MANIAC , WHOM 


THE PRESS HAS APPROPRIATELY 


RIPPER”. 


Мо“ SHE'D NOT THOUGHT MUCH OF THE RADIO 
REPORT. SHE'D BEEN THINKING OF НОМ PLEASES 
OTTO WOULD BE WITH HER FOR MAKING THESE 
ARRANGEMENTS AND HOW SHE'D BE ABLE ТО REDUCE | 


HIS RENT EVEN MORE. AND THEN, SHE'D LOOKED UP 
TD SEE THE APE-LIKE FIGURE STANDING THER! 


TCA: 
TSE А НАМО БР той YOU STARTLED 


МЕ! YES? WHAT CAN I DD [f 
OH? YOU MUS 


Ано SHE'D INSTINCTIVELY ASSOCIATED THE RASPING 
BARELY INTELLIGIBLE VOICE ON THE PHOME WITH THE 
HIDEOUS CREATURE BEFORE HER. GUT ЗНЕ 0 BEEN TCO 
FRIGHTENED ТО REFUSE HIM THE ROON. SO SHE'D HANOED 
HIM THE PEN NERVOUSLY AND TAKEN HIS MDNEY AND 
DIRECTED НІМ TD THE SECOND FLOOR REAR „ТО OTTD'& 


дом? FORGET You MUST ВЕ | 
QUT BY SIK EVERY NIGHT! 


LOLA WAS SHOCKED OUT OF HER He SHUFFLED SILENTLY across | | LOLA WAITED PATIENTLY FoR OTTO'S 
REVERIE BY FOOTSTEPS ON THE OLD | | THE LOBBY AND OUT THE DOOR, | | RETURN THAT EVENING, WHEN HE 
CREAKY HOTEL STAIRS. SHE LOOKED | | SUITCASE IN HAND. . „== FINALLY CAME IN, SHE RUSHED TO Hi 
UP. HE WAS COMING DOWN AGAIN... MAYBE HE WON T С WHIMPERING. . 
MAYBE. MAYBE BACKI МО? НЕ НЕ PAIO он,оттогоо SUCH Y wHY,THAT'S 
HE DOESN'T L/KE A WEEK IN AOVANCES A TERRIBLE THING! І | WONDERFUL, 
THE RooM'MAYBE.. | | WELL BE BACK sos. d ЖЕМГЕО YOUR ROOM Дод! THAT'S 
TO SOMEONE ELSE / BETTER THAN 
FOR DURING THE 6 SHARING THE 
ROOM. 


BUT HE'S AORRIBLE® JUST f on, COME, NOW, HE'D LookEo AT HER WARMLY,.ALMOST SUGGESTIVELY 
HORRIBLE HE'S THE LOLASLET'SNOT | | ruis is A MUCH HAPPIER “ЧЫЎ HERE! LET ME CARRY 
UGLIEST CREATURE I'VE LET OUR ARRANGEMENT THAN SHARING | YOUR SAMPLE CASE UP 
EVER SEEN” НЕ HE LOOKS F /MAG/NATION A ROON, LOLA, WIS WAY, I FOR YOU,OTTO YOU 
LIKE ..LIKE A..LIKE A RUN AWAY WITH STILL наме му PRIVACY IN. 44 MUST BE FIRED” L CAN 
MUROERERS US. BESIOES .. THE EVENINGS! SO WE DON'T BRING YOU & CUP OF 


CARE WHAT НЕ LOOKS LIKE . HOT ЛЕД IF YOU LIKE. L 


| НЕ MOVED UP THE STAIRS, REBUFFING HER, THAT NIGHT LOLA TOSSED AND TURNED, UNABLE TO SLEEP. 
| ADDING TO THE BITTERNESS OF HER PASSION. SHE KEPT SEEING THAT HORRIBLE, HORRIBLE FACE , AND THEN 
WO THANK YOU! X CAN CARRY "aur, т Ñ | SHE'D DRIVE THE SICKENING VISION FROM HER MIND BY THINK- 
IT MYSELF X WANT NOTHING? 2 T.. GOOD. | !NG ABOUT ОТТО, AND HOW SHE WANTED HIM AND HOW IT WOULD 
NOTHING BUT REST . AND NIGHT OTTO? E BEUNIBIS ARMS T 
PRIVACY? GOOD-W/GHT, он,отто! OTTO! I'VE THROWN MYSELF AT You! 
F 1 MUST HAVE YOU! I МЕКО YOU. SOB 


ÎN THE DAYS THAT FOLLOWEO, A GROWING UNEASINESS PLAGU 
LOLA. THE GLIMPSES SHE CAUGHT OF HER HIOEQUS GUEST 
LEAVING EACH NIGHT FOR WORK PLAYED UPON HER MINO, SHE 
IMAGINED MEETING HIM ON THE BACK STAIRCASE, HIS GROTESQUE 
FACE LEERING АТ HER, HIS GREAT WARPEO BOOY COMING CLOSER... 

| CLOSER .. HIS HOT BREATH UPON HER THROAT - HIS HAIRY 


HE WOULD TRY TO ERASE HIM FROM HER MIND 
BY THINKING ABOUT OTTO, BUT IT WOULDN'T 
WORK ANY MORE, AND THERE WERE THOSE МЕМ) 
PAPER, HEADLINES, IHE RADIO BULLET! 

* THE RIPPER'S SIXTH HE'S THE RIPE 
VICTIM WAS DISCOVERED IkNOW П? 
E. TODAY IN AN ABANOONED... 2 I KNOW IT 


A^ V 
Ду жи 


THEN SHE LEFT HER DESK (TAKING 
THE PASSKEY, SHE TREMBLED AT 
EVERY STEP SHE TOOK UP THE 


AGAIN AND AGAIN SHE RUSHEO TO 0 LOLA OECIDED TO GET THE 
THE PHONE ТО CAL L THE POLICE,TO | | PROOF... TO FIND ITIN THE ROOM 
TELL THEM THAT THE MURDERER ON THE SECOND FLOOR. THAT 
WAS UNDER HER ROOF. „Г ча EVENING,SHE WAITED FOR HER 
2 vo! THEY won't ШЕБЕР eU 
BELIEVE МЕ X'b 2 
BE JUST ANOTHER 
„CRANK CALLING 
I'VE GOT TO HAVE 
PROOF. .. 


THE LONG WALK DOWN THE SECOND FLOOR CORRIDOR 
ONLY INCREASED THE AGONIZING TAUTNESS IN HER 
STOMACH, SHE HAD AN URGENT NEED TO GO DOWN TO 
HER ROOM. BUT SHE WENT ON, FINALLY REACHING THE 
DOOR. SHE INSERTED THE PASSKEY IN THE LOCK...TURNED 
ІТ... THE GRATING SOUND TENSING EVERY NERVE IN HER 
TORTURED BODY... Гаа "i 


8 now 
T. D. 


“THE DOOR SWUNG ОРЕМ, SHE STEPPED INSIDE, A CHILL 
SWEEPING OVER HER, THE ROOM WAS HEAVY WITH THE 
SMELL ОҒ PERSPIRATION, SHE MOVED TO THE TWO | 
CLOSETS... SWUNG OPEN THE ONE ON THE RIGHT... | 
CLOTHES! NOTHING BUT CLOTHES? 
Б OTTO'S CLOTHES... 


PUN 


il 


SHE FITTED THE PASSKEY TO THE 
CLOSET OO OR... UNLOCKING IT. 


Іт WAS THE SMELL OF THAT MAN 
А THE SMELL OF OEATH. SHE PEERED 
SHE FLUNG IT OPEN. A POWERFUL 
ӘТЕР BURNEO HER eS 3... 9 


=| 


San 


THE HEAOS . SIX STARING HEAOS GRINNEO АТ 
НЕК- HANGING GROTESQUELY FROM THE CLOTHES. 
HOOKS INSIOE THE CLOSET. LOLA SCREAMEO 


WHAT /5 IT, LOLA? WHAT HAPPENED? 
L FOUNO YOU ON THE FLOOR. YOU 


THE ONE I SHARE THE RODI 
WITH? DON'T BE SVELY LOLA. CLOSET? #4 SAW 
YOU'VE BEEN READING THE HEADS! 


[HE SMILEO DOWN AT HER COLDLY,... | 


IT WAS A BAD NIGHT FOR 

BUSINESS, LOLA. МОТ 

A CUSTOMER, НОМ 

LUCKY FOR ME I CAME 
BACK ҒАЛАУ 


HE CLOSED HER EYES, TURNING 
MER LIPS UPWARO TOWARD HIS, 
INVITING... 
YOU'RE 50 STRONG, 
OTTO! L WEED 


> WHY O10 
отто! 


DH,WOLD | | SOMEONE STRONG! 


НЕ HELO HER IN A VICE- LIKE GRIP HIS FEATURES THE SCALPEL-E Об! 
GREW UGLY, VILE, EVIL. HE DREW FORTH THE 


KNIFE 


ОИТ. ONLY A CHOKI 
т O1ON'T WANT IT TO BE THIS 
WAY, LOLA f YOU WERE 6000 ТО 
МЕ” х DIDN'T WANT TO HAVE 
ax TOALE YOUS 
oe 


WHY DID YOU 
HAVE TO FIND MY Í 
HEADS, LOLA? 


N À ж 


Вот LOLA COULO NO LONGER HEAR THE ANIMAL GRUNT OF NIS BREATHING, 
| SHE COULO NOT SMELL THE SICKLY ODOR OF DEATH... 


НЕ SHIVERED, WAITING, НЕ DID NOT 
KISS HER, SHE OPENED HER EYES. | 
HIS FACE. HIS FACE WAS CHANGING. 
WHY 010 YOU COME 
UP HERE, LOLA? 
WHY? 


Е OF THE BUTCHER KNIFE WAS HOT ON 


LOLA'S NECK, SHE TRIEO TO SCREAM BUT NO SOUND COME 


ING GURGLE. | ڪڪ‎ 
WHY 010 YOU HAVE TO SPO/L 

IT, LOLA? ЖУУ DID YOU HAVE 

TO LOOK IN THE CLOSET? 


i 


НЕН, НЕН! ANO THAT'S WHAT HAP- 
PENED TO POOR LOLA, KIDDIES. SHE 
LOST HER HEAD OVER IDIOTIC 2770. 
ANO YOU'LL LOSE YOUR HEAD OVER 
THE STUFF YOU GET IN YOUR Е.С. 
FAN-AODICT CLUB MEMBERSHIP KIT? 
SO VOIN NOW? 
JOIN THE CLUB 
THAT'S SWEEP- 
ING THE COUNTRY. 
JOIN THE STAZEF| 
CLEANERS CHAP- 
TER OF THE ЕС 
FAN-ADOICT 
CLUB, WE'LL ALL 
SEE YOU WEAT IN 
MY МАВ, TALES. 
FROM THE CRYPT? 
TILL THEN. ‘BYE f 
E.C., THAT IS f 
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Send for my FREE Outfit 
and start a Quick-Cash 
spare time Shoe Business! 


т zi =н е ^ 


Just 2 Salos a Day 
Brings You up to $217 
EXTRA а MonthE 


We Show You How To Do It! Mason Shoes Cas ought Osly From YOU! 


Because we do not sell Mason Velvet-eez shoes m stores, 
Now, without spending one cent, you can start а spare- people must buy these TV-advertiscd shoes with the famed 

time Shoe Business that brings in exciting cash profits Good Housekeeping Seal ONLY FROM YOU and 
every month! My powerful Selling Outfit makes it keep buying from youl 4 Right now, during cur да 
easy. Just take 2 orders a day for our fine, Nationally- Golden Anniversary year, is the perfect time to get 
Advertised shoes and you earn up to $217.50 extra a апей Jost wasi the coupon and T'I rush your 


5 .makıng FREE Starting Outfit 
КООП Коли рс cancetoyinveluablefree prizes. о MEET E млн е 


EVERYBODY Wears Shoes! i smd today and wat saman. 


EDU puede beaun EVERYONE you know can 0а саза prota RIGHT AWAY 
be a customer! Just show frrende, relatives, neighbors, people where 
you work, how Mason Velvet-ecz Ai Cushion shoes let them “Walk 
on As" That's REAL comfortt 

Ал the Meson Shoe Counselor you give people the EXACT 
style, азге and wndth they order because you draw on our pant stack 
of 200,000 рага m sizes 2% to 15, widtha AAAA to EEEE Cw- 
tomers choose from over 160 different styles—drese, sport and work 


мк. МЕ MASEN 
MASON SHOE MFG. CO., Dept. МА-227 
‘Wineaaate 


Please rush my 50th Anniversary FREE Бета Outfit so I can 
start making up to $217 EXTRA a montis and more RIGHT 


styles for men and women, meluding air-cooled Nylon Mesh shoes, AWAY 
You'll be EXCITED the way people stuff steady cash profita in NAME: 
your pocket for extra-comfortable Maron shoes! ADDRESS 


[| 
1 
[| 
"Alto work shoes with apecial budt-m comfort and safety features. 1 
a 
' 
[| 


MASON 5905 MEG. £0: 1 row ore __ 


BOYS, GIRLS, MEN, WOMEN! 
The World Is On FIRE 
Serve The LORD and You Can Have These 


We will send you the wonderful prizes pictured on this page YO U CAN 

ог dozens of others such ax Jewelry, radium dial wrist 

watches tableware tools, U-M ske-It kits leather kits, sew- 

ing kits electric elocks, pressure cookers. scout equipment 

model airplanes and many others . all WITHOUT ONE 

PENNY OF COST. Crime, sm, graft, wars are the greatest 

they have ever been Our leaders say a renwakeninc of Chrise 

tranity їз needed to save us You can do your share by spreading the 

gospel into every home m yur community Merely show your friends 

and netghbors mspiring beautiful Religious Wail Motto plaques Many 

ae Duy siv or more to hang in every room, Ап amazing value, only 38> 
en апи . .sellon sight Secure big. cash commissions or exciting 
FLASH ама ыи s forselling few ах опе set of 24 Mottos Big Prize cat- Su 

/ сама nt Freg? Serve the LORD and ^arn prizes you want. en: T 
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ROY ROGEDS 


ШЕТ Š tiers 
ڪڪ‎ WALKIE-TALKIE 
RABIN GECEIVIOR 
SET ғов всоота Y 
ARCHERY BET 


FOOTAALL 


you GET 
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ame and n dress 
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NISI send the 38 49355 


yy wama 


p^ 


үзг 


Е қ x 1f you 
дан ерші prizes, AES 
her 10 EARN MOS, 
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The FUNmen, Dept, D-361, FREE ви ZE 
T asas N. clark St, Chic CATALOG 
| tions sectantes MEMBERSHIP in the 
i Seidel аа © FUNman’s Fun Club 


Төзе mail coupon below now and we'll send you 24 Religious Mottos 
ON CREDIT Easy to sell — you get valuable prizes. EXTRA! И 
you sell mottos and s^nd payment within 15 days you receive FREE 
Membership in the FUNman’s Fun Ciub: A membership card, certifi- 
„онъ, STATE. cate, giant packet of fun materiala sil yours PLUS extra aurprises! 
па 
Ë 


TONU я — 
ici amr | SEND NO MONEY... We Trust You 
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